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NOTE TO U.S. MAIL RECIPIENTS OF THIS NEWSLETTER 
Our KofC Newsletter is currently being sent by U.S. Mail to about 15 members and 5 guests 

(KofC widows and honorary recipients).  Over 200 members and guests receive the newsletter via 
email, which results in a considerable savings in postage and printing costs for our council. 

If you are a U.S. mail recipient and have an email address, please share it with me at 
petrarca@cse.ohio-state.edu so that we can realize an additional savings in postage and printing costs.   

K of C News, Volume 22, Number 8 February 2016 

 
 

Dates to Remember: 
[All K of C meetings are held at St. Michael Church, Lower Meeting Room (New addition) at 7:30 PM unless otherwise noted.] 
2/2 Presentation of the Lord 
2/8 Business Meeting 
2/10 Ash Wednesday 
2/12 Lenten Fish Fry begins (see pages 4, 5) 
2/13 District Free Throw Competition (see page 1) 
 Special Olympics Basketball Skills Competition (see page 3) 
2/14 Valentine’s Day 
2/15 Presidents’ Day 
 Meeting of KofC11445 First Degree Team (see page 3) 
2/19 Lenten Dish Fry (see pages 4, 5) 
2/20 Special Olympics Polar Plunge (see page 3) 
2/21 Corporate Communion  (10:30 Mass) followed by Coffee and Donuts (see page 8) 
  Second and Third Degree Ceremonies (see pages 6, 7) 
2/25 DEADLINE FOR MARCH 2016 NEWSLETTER  
2/26 Lenten Fish Fry (see pages 4, 5) 
2/27 Catholic Men’s Conference (see page 8) 
3/4 Lenten Fish Fry (see pages 4, 5) 
3/11 Lenten Fish Fry (see pages 4. 5) 
3/14 Business Meeting 
 

DISTRICT FREE THROW COMPETITION – SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13 
The District 41 KofC Free Throw Competion, which includes winners from the St. Michael Council 

#11445 Free Throw Competition (see page 4), will take place on Saturday, February 13 at 7:00 pm in the St 
Michael gym.  Other contestants competing in District 41 are from Our Lady of Peace Council #14282, 
Immaculate Conception Council #14962, and St. Patrick Council #11207. 

We will need 10 volunteers to assist with this event.  Volunteers will help with rebounding and scoring, 
and should arrive at 6:30 PM for their assignments.  Activities will be over by 8:00 PM.  Since Brett Gissel will 
be managing this event for me please contact Brett at 614-805-1443 or BrettGissel@gmail.com if you are 
able to help. 

Winners will advance to the Columbus Diocese Regional Competition on Saturday, March 5 at Bishop 
Ready High School.  The State of Ohio Competition will be on Saturday, March 19 (also at Bishop Ready). 
Tim McNamara, Youth Activities, 740-881-0505 (h), 937-309-5569 (cell) or tmcnamara135@gmail.com 
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ALL THINGS NEW (Presented by our lecturer at our January Meeting) 

After the final judgment in Revelations 20, in Revelations 21 it speaks of God creating a new heaven 
and a new earth. Verse 5 says “And the one seated on the throne said: ‘Behold! I am making all things new!’” 

At the beginning of every new year, just about everyone lives this out in their own lives. We look at the 
year that has past, make a list of things that we want to leave behind, and resolve to make a fresh start, to make 
all things new. It is the time of year people set out to make a “new me”, a “better me”.  

So we charge headstrong into the new year, full of the resolve that this year, this time, we’ll be 
successful in making the same changes we resolved to make last year. But all too often we fail at making our 
life changes permanent, despite starting off with the best of intentions. When we falter or fail, we give it a few 
more attempts and settle back into our old ways.  

Maybe we pray to God and ask for His help when we get stuck, but still wind up failing in our 
resolutions. This can truly be discouraging, especially when we pray for something as simple as strength or 
guidance so that we can be successful in making positive changes in our lives. It’s easy to sometimes feel like 
God isn’t listening. 

Ever hear this from your child: “I talk to God, but I don’t hear Him talk back.” Ever think this yourself? 
It’s an obvious statement. And a sincere one. So often our relationship with God can feel one-sided. We pray, 
we receive the Eucharist, we hear Biblical stories of God speaking to Moses in the burning bush or sending an 
angel to speak to Mary, and it’s easy to think, “Why don’t I hear God? Why doesn’t He speak to me?”  

These moments of spiritual doubt may start off as innocently as a child’s thought. But they are the 
beginning moments of spiritual warfare. It is times like these, when we have these thoughts, that we are most 
vulnerable to the temptation of questioning our faith, of questioning what we really believe. These seeds of 
doubt find fertile ground in our souls when we start to think that God is far away, that He has forgotten us, or 
that He isn’t listening. These seeds of doubt begin to grow when we forget that God isn’t an ATM machine, 
where we put prayers in and get miracles out.  

God isn’t far away. He’s not only available on Sundays at Mass. He is always as close as your Bible. His 
words are always there for us, to teach us, to comfort us, to inspire us, to strengthen us, and to guide us. At 
every point in our lives, no matter what is going on, God is here with us. His words are there for us to discover, 
their meaning just waiting to be revealed as we read them. With God’s words in you, the Holy Spirit can work 
through you, so that you can make all things new. 

We speak to God through prayer; He speaks to us through the Bible. God is speaking to you. He is 
talking to you. Are you listening? 
Mike LaMorte, Lecturer 
 
PLAN FOR THIS TAX DAY AND INTO THE FUTURE 

 April 15 (tax day) is right around the corner. It’s become 
popular this time of year to encourage the opening of an IRA or 
similar retirement annuity, or the depositing of additional funds 
into an existing account, as a tax-savings vehicle. A secondary 
approach is to tout the rate of interest that money in one of these 
accounts can earn. Let me join the chorus of folks encouraging 
you to open or add funds to an annuity, but for a different reason. 

Certainly, contributing money to a Knights of Columbus 
annuity will allow you to save some money on your income tax 
return. And our annuities do pay a very competitive interest rate, 
consistent with our primary goal of absolute safety of principal. 
Opening or adding to an annuity for these reasons, however, 
strikes me as taking a short-term view of a product that is designed to provide long-term security. How much 
security? How does retirement income that you cannot outlive — guaranteed — sound to you? 

Here at the Knights of Columbus, you can open a retirement annuity for as little as $300. Consistent and 
disciplined savings placed into that annuity over time can guarantee you an income at retirement that you 
cannot outlive.  That guarantee — along with the fact that no one has ever lost money left in a Knights of 
Columbus annuity (remember – absolute safety of principal) — really will provide you with peace of mind. 

I am happy to meet with you – at your convenience and in your home – to explain in detail the benefits 
of opening a Knights of Columbus annuity, along with the benefits of our top-rated life insurance, disability 
income and long-term care insurance plans. 
Tony Ferguson, KofC Field Agent 
 

 

 

Tony Ferguson 
Knights of Columbus Field Agent 
Office: 
Mobil: 614-405-3826 
anthony.ferguson@kofc.org 
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KOFC11445 FIRST-DEGREE-TEAM MEETING – MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 7:00 PM  

Brothers, we had our biggest First Degree Class (6 candidates) take their first degree on November 16.  
Overall the degree ceremony went well, but due to some health and work issues, we did not have a full degree 
team present and had to call on other brother knights attending the ceremony to fill in.  We really need to get 
some additional brother knights to step up and learn these rolls as back-ups so that when life issues interfere 
with our degree ceremonies, we have a team that has practiced and can provide the full impact of a well done 
first degree ceremony. 

We practice on the 3rd Monday of every month.  Our February Meeting is scheduled for Monday, 
February 15 at 7:00 PM in the Lower Meeting Room of the new addition.  (Our next First Degree Ceremony is 
scheduled for March 21.)  If you have any interest, please contact me at the phone number or email address 
listed below.  Thanks. 
Richard Wade, Chairman, KofC11445 First Degree Team, 614-781-1664, richardwade@rocketmail.com 
 

SPECIAL OLYMPIC BASKETBALL SKILLS COMPETITION –  
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 8:30 AM - 1:30 PM 

It is time to gear up for our next Area 6 Special Olympics event, a basketball individual skills 
competition on Feb 13th at Weaver Middle School in Hilliard.  This event is for athletes who do not participate 
on basketball teams.  It consists of shooting, passing and dribbling.  We need volunteers to help us run the 
events, help as runners getting athletes to the events, and with awards.  The time for these activities is 8:30 AM 
to approximately 1:30 PM.  End time depends upon the number of athletes we have competing.  

For our new members, this is a great volunteer opportunity to help others and experience God's loving 
presence in these Special Olympians.  If you are interested in helping with this event, please let me know ASAP 
(by our next business meeting on February 8 at the latest).  Also, if you have friends that would love to 
come, please let them know and bring them along. 

Jim Shough, Community Activities, 740-549-3321, jshough1@insight.rr.com 
 

COLUMBUS SPECIAL OLYMPICS POLAR PLUNGE – SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20 
You are invited to register for the 14th Annual Columbus Polar Plunge at the Columbus Zoo & 

Aquarium and show your support of Special Olympics Ohio's athletes at this unique and crazy fundraising 
event! 

Plungers are required to raise a minimum of $75 or $50 (students) in pledges by the day 
of the event. Plungers must be a minimum of eight years of age to participate. Guests will be 
charged a $10 zoo entry fee, which includes entry to the Post Plunge Party and to the zoo. 

For more details about the Polar Plunge, schedule information, and procedures for 
Registration visit the website at http://sooh.kintera.org/faf/home/default.asp?ievent=1148996# 
 

Editor’s Note: Our late brother knight Chris Damo participated in this event for many years to 
raise funds for the Special Olympics.  It would be nice to have some brother knights follow in 
his footsteps. 
Tony Petrarca, Editor 
 

UPCOMING SOCIAL EVENTS 
At our January meeting our new Council Activities Director, Tony Schera, identified a number of Social 

Event options he is exploring.  Among them are: a visit to the Columbus Curling Club, a Bowling Outing, a 
visit to the Jubilee Museum, and a picnic in the park. 
Tony Schera, Council Activities, atonyschera@aol.com
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KOFC11445 FREE THROW WINNERS 

A special thanks to all those that volunteered to help out with the Council Level Free Throw 
Competition that was held on January 9. The following is the results from this Council Level competition.  The 
below winners will participate in the district level competition to be held in St. Michael Gym on Saturday, 
February 13 (see page 1). 
Tim McNamara, Youth Activities, 740-881-0505 (h), 937-309-5569 (cell) or tmcnamara135@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FISH FRY VOLUNTEER NEEDS 

Our Lenten Fish Fry season is rapidly approaching. The first fish fry of 
this Lenten Season will be on Friday, February 12 and continues for six weeks 
during Lent until Friday, March 18.  Meals are served each night from 5:00 to 
8:00 PM.  Proceeds from this event helps support parish needs.  (See flyer on 
page 5) 

This is a massive undertaking inasmuch as the Council requires nearly 40 volunteers per night to ensure 
each dinner’s success.  I have the responsibility to staff each night’s dinner with volunteers to help before, 
during and after the dinners.  Prior to each night’s meal, there is preparation required in setting up the 
undercroft, making the Cole slaw, and baking the Mac-N-Cheese.  Help is needed each Friday starting at about 
2:30 for set up.  Our greatest need is during the dinner hours for various tasks. 

Cleaning up the undercroft and kitchen and doing dishes is another opportunity to contribute to the 
dinners.  People willing to help with the cleanup tasks should plan to be there by about 7:45.  Usually we are 
done by 9:00 depending upon the size of the cleanup crew.  If you can help with any of these details, kindly 
contact me at the email address or phone number given below.   

All new brother Knights: this is an excellent opportunity to support your council and to get to know your 
fellow brother Knights. 

This is also an excellent family activity, which offers you an opportunity to work side by side with your 
middle school and high school age children.  It also provides your children an opportunity to earn service 
credits for Confirmation or other service requirements. 
Chris Fricke, Fish Fry Co-Chair, 614-402-0329, crf1605@aol.com 
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A PERSPECTIVE ON THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 1ST, 2ND AND 3RD DEGREES 
IN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

The 1st, 2nd and 3rd degrees in the Knights of Columbus can be looked upon like three of the first 
sacraments we all receive as Catholics.  In other words, the 1st degree can be looked upon like Baptism, the 
2nd degree like First Communion, and the 3rd degree like Confirmation. 

From this perspective a 1st degree knight is like a Catholic who has been baptized but hasn’t yet 
received the sacraments of Holy Communion and Confirmation.  Would you consider yourself to be a 
practical Catholic in that situation?  THINK ABOUT THAT IF YOU ARE A FIRST DEGREE KNIGHT.   

Sunday, February 21 is the date for the next 2nd & 3rd degree ceremonies. If you are one of the first 
degree knights listed below, see the Membership Activities Page on page 7 of this newsletter for details of 
how to participate in the 2nd and 3rd degree ceremonies on February 21. 
Tony Petrarca, Editor 
 

 
NOMINATIONS FOR AWARDS OF THE YEAR 

We are soliciting nominations for various Awards Of The Year for our council.  Our council winners 
will be submitted to the Greater Columbus Chapter and State Council for consideration for awards at the 
Chapter, Diocese, and State level.  Please submit you nominations to the appropriate committee director by 
March 1 to give them time to select a council winner and prepare the nomination to be sent from the council to 
our Chapter and State Council. 
 

The Awards Of The Year (with Committee name and Committee Director) are for: 
    Blue Coat (Community, Jim Shough) 
    Chaplain (Church, Bob Tatz) 
    Family (Family, Tony Sylvester) 
    Knight (Council, Tony Schera) 

    Lady (Family, Tony Sylvester) 
    Religious (Church, Bob Tatz) 
    Volunteer (Community, Jim Shough) 
    Youth (Youth, Tim McNamara) 

The nominations should include the name of the nominee, their church activities, K of C activities (or 
school activities for the Youth Of The Year), community activities, and reasons for nomination.  Supporting 
information for years of service rather than just the current year will be beneficial. 

In most cases the nominee needs to be a member of the council or have an association to the council.  
Nominees for Blue Coat Of The Year need not be a member of the council.  People to consider for this award 
are emergency personnel (local police, sheriff or fire departments, volunteer fire departments or the Ohio State 
Highway Patrol).  Volunteer Of The Year does not have to be a member of the council.  Lady Of The Year 
should be a wife or daughter of a council member.  Youth Of The Year should be a member of our parish or 
student at St. Michael School.  Although there is no requirement that Chaplain Of The Year or Religious Of The 
Year come from our parish, we have many eligible people at our parish and I encourage you to keep your 
nominations restricted to priests and religious at St. Michael. 

If you wish to nominate anyone for these awards, please submit them to the appropriate Committee 
Director, as listed above, by March 1. 
Aaron Hamilton, Grand Knight 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A CALL TO ALL FIRST DEGREE KNIGHTS (LISTED BELOW) 
NEXT 2ND AND 3RD DEGREE CEREMONIES – BRYCE ECK CENTER, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21
Christopher Almond 
Mark Amos 
Christopher Axene 
Creighton Barrett 
Ronald Barrett 
Sergey Barrett 
Michael Bass 
Michael Bell 
Mark Boffo 
Matthew Bolton 
Michael Bowman 
Patrick Bradford 
Frank Brown 
Thomas Callahan 
David Cap 

Anthony Ceritelli 
Brian Cobb 
Shawn Combs 
Patrick Damo 
Dennis Day 
Matthew DeCenzo 
John Durant 
Mark Eagan 
Brian Elliott 
Michael Fricke 
Joseph Gareau 
Steve Gerlach 
Michael Green 
Daniel Hageman 
Bill Hinger 

Edward Hirsel 
Daniel Hogan 
Raymond Hoppenjans 
Stephen Jepsen 
Brian Jimenez 
Jason Jourdan 
Donald Keller 
Michael Keller 
Rich Kloostra 
Leo Kowalyk 
John Kuebler 
Richard Levins 
John Lyons 
Jim Maher 
Matthew Malich 

Joseph Mathews 
Jeff McAllister 
Carmine Menduni 
Chris Meyers 
Joseph Mitchell 
Matt Munhall 
Steven Nasdeo 
Thieu Nguyen 
Scott Page 
Bradley Peterson 
Fidel Pitones 
Michael Pivarnik 
Richard Porter 
Daniel Rankin 
Michael Renzi 

Michael Rerko 
Aaron Rismiller 
Nathan Rosmarin 
Peter Schera 
Eric Severson 
Daniel Shank 
William Shirk 
Gregory Sink 
David Solomon 
Jonathan Stahlberger 
Brian Steel 
Jeffrey Stewart 
Charles Taylor III 
Jim Van Paepegham 
Chad Wilson 
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Membership Activities 
Membership Chairman: John Greve 

 

CONTACT YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT MEMBERSHIP IN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
There are many men in St. Michael Parish who have heard of the Knights of Columbus and are ready to 

join if only they are asked.  Discuss the possibility of membership with your friends and acquaintances.  You'd 
be surprised how quickly some of them will respond affirmatively.  Membership application forms (Form 100) 
are available at all our meetings and other council activities.  Please be one of our ambassadors.  There will be 
many First Degree Ceremonies during the upcoming months to get them initiated into our council. 
 

UPCOMING FIRST DEGREE CEREMONIES 
Date Council Time* Contact Phone 
2/11/16 (Thur.) #5776, St. Paul, Westerville 7:00 PM Don Coffey 614-523-2564 
3/7/16 (Mon.) #10863, St. Brigid, Dublin 7:00 PM Mike Slicien 614-792-0583 
3/10/16 (Thur.) #10941, Church of Resur., New Albany 8:00 PM Ed Yingling 614-891-5675 
3/14/16 (Mon.) #11208, St. Brendan, Hilliard 7:00 PM Bob Eggerichs 614-771-9624 
3/17/16 (Thur.) #5776, St. Paul, Westerville 7:00 PM Don Coffey 614-523-2564 
3/21/16 (Mon.) #11445, St. Michael, Worthington 7:00 PM Rich Wade 614-781-1664 
3/28/16 (Mon.) #11275, St. Andrew, Upper Arlington 7:30 PM Pat Carroll 614-329-0564 
3/31/16 (Thur.) #11193, St. Elizabeth, Columbus 7:30 PM Chris D’Amico 614-890-4288 
*Candidates must arrive 30 minutes prior to the degree starting time 

 

NEXT 2ND AND 3RD DEGREE CEREMONIES – BRYCE ECK CENTER, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2016
 

If you are a First Degree Knight (see list on page 6) Sunday, February 21, 2016 is the next opportunity 
to take the 2nd and 3rd degrees in the Knights of Columbus so you can achieve full knighthood in the order.  
As most of you know, the 4 principles of the Knights of Columbus are Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and 
Patriotism.  The four degree ceremonies are each based on one of these principles.  The 1st degree, based on 
charity, is the one you have taken.  The 2nd and 3rd degrees being offered on the above date at the Bryce Eck 
Parish Center of St. Andrew Church, 3880 Reed Road, Upper Arlington  are based on unity and fraternity.  
One does not achieve full knighthood in the Knights of Columbus until you have taken the 3rd degree.  The 4th 
degree is optional. IF YOU ARE A FIRST DEGREE KNIGHT, (see list on page 6), SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
IS YOUR NEXT OPPORTUNITY TO BECOME A FULL-FLEDGED KNIGHT. 

To give you some idea of the extent of your time commitment on February 21, all 2nd and 3rd 
degree candidates are expected to meet at the Key Bank across from St. Michael’s at 10:45 AM from which 
you will be transported to St. Andrew’s Bryce Eck Center, 3880 Reed Road, Upper Arlington, by your brother 
knights of St. Michael Council.  Candidates must be at the Bryce Eck Center by 11:30 AM for some 
administrative details.  (Bring your current 1

st
 degree membership card with you.)  The degree ceremonies 

begin at 12:00 PM.  Each ceremony lasts about 1 hour and 15 minutes with about a half hour break in between.  
All activities should be over by about 4:00 PM.  Contact me, John Greve, at 614-296-6565 or 
johnmgreve@gmail.com to let me know if you plan to take these degrees on February 21.  (Please respond 
by Thursday, February 18). 
 

NEXT 4
TH

 DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION CEREMONIES 
The next 4th degree exemplification ceremonies will be held on April 9, 2016 in Newark.  Contact 

District Deputy Brett Gissell for application forms and other information. 
 

iDISTRICT DEPUTY FOR ST. MICHAEL COUNCIL #11445 (DISTRICT 41) 
Brett Gissel 5900 Linworth Rd., Worthington, Ohio 43085 Ph: 805-1443 email: BrettGissel@gmail.com 

 

INSURANCE REPRESENTATIVE FOR ST. MICHAEL COUNCIL #11445 
Tony Ferguson Cell: 614-405-3826  email: anthony.ferguson@kofc.org 

 

PRAYERS FOR BROTHER KNIGHTS AND THEIR FAMILIES 
Please pray brother knight and police officer Kirk Allton (struck by a car during a traffic stop) 

and his family; for brother knight Brian Moran who recently had pancreatic bypass surgery; for 
brother knight Peter Schera who recently had open heart surgery; for Ron Sylvester, father of brother 
knight Tony Sylvester, and for Tony Sylvester’s father-in-law, both of whom currently have some 
serious health problems; for the father of Greg Eckert who is recovering from a leg accident; for brother knights 
Ron Stanko, Fr. Carmen Arcuri, Jack Heller, Bob Flores, John Blute, Dan Meyers, and Jim Ferega, all of 
whom are currently experiencing some health problems; for knight widow Lale Ruth, who is recuperating from 
cancer chemotherapy; and for knight widow Joan Patton, and brother knights Bob Foster and Gene Gabalski, 
all of whom are dealing with long term health problems; and for all Veterans, living and deceased.
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CORPORATE COMMUNION (February 21) 
Our monthly Corporate Communion at 10:30 Mass on the 3rd Sunday of each month is followed by 

coffee and donuts after Mass.  Join your brother knights and families in the RESERVED SEATS up front 
at the 10:30 Mass for CORPORATE COMMUNION, and FELLOWSHIP after Mass in the undercroft. 
Bob Tatz, Church Committee 

2016 Catholic Men’s Conference 
Saturday, February 27, 2016 – 8 am to 2:00 pm 

Voinovich Building at the Ohio State Expo Center 
717 E. 17th Avenue 

Columbus, Ohio 43211 
Registration available at https://columbuscatholicmen.com/events/2016-annual-catholic-mens-conference/ 

And after all weekend Masses at St. Michael till February 21 
Adults: $35;   Students: $20;   Priests, Deacons, Seminarians: free 
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